AMERICANS   ALL

are as much an integral part of agricultural Dutchess
County as if they had been there a hundred years and
had never spoken anything but English.

Everybody knows that there was prejudice against
foreign-language foreigners, especially Central Euro-
peans. A lot of it was killed during and after the World
War. Among the four hundred thousand volunteers
who responded to the call of President Wilson for ser-
vice in the World War 40,000 were of Polish descent
This was fantastically out of proportion to the number
of Poles living in the United States. It is, of course,
pure accident that the first American soldier to fall in
France was of Polish descent, and that two Polish boys,
one from Milwaukee and the other from Chicago, were
the first American doughboys to capture a German
prisoner. But all these things are interesting to think
about There are still Americans who retain the habit of
regarding Poles, Czechs, and their cousins, not merely
as foreigners, but as " bohunks," " hunkies," " Polacks,"
forgetting that historically as well as actually to-day
they are part of the bone, fibre, sinew, and soul of
America.
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